[image: image2.wmf]SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION SUGGESTIONS

· ORGANIZATION:

· Maintain a system for organizing your college applications, scholarships and financial aid materials. 
· List your electronic ID and Passwords

· Keep a written record of what you have applied for, requirements and responses. 

· Make a copy of all submitted applications and materials.

· Have materials needed to complete the application handy

· DEADLINES - Use a calendar to keep track of important dates and be sure to meet them.

· APPLY for all scholarships and financial aid for which you may be eligible.

· Community scholarships
· School specific scholarships 
· National and employer based scholarships

· Free Application for Federal Student Aid

· INSTRUCTIONS are important. Read carefully and follow.  
· Complete all sections.
· Give the application the time, attention, and preparation that it deserves. 
· Make sure the application and any attachments on time.  When letters of recommendation or transcripts are required, give the people who will provide these documents generous lead-time.  Provide a stamped, addressed envelope if the recommendation is to be mailed separately.
· Use caution when asking someone for a letter of recommendation. Make sure they know you well and will provide an authentic picture of you to the organization.
· PROOFREAD your work for accuracy. 

· Ask a parent, friend, or teacher to proofread your completed application.
· When appropriate type and sign your application– neatness counts!
· BE PREPARED to talk about yourself, highlighting your strengths.

· HELP is available through the scholarship providers or colleges. Ask if you need it.
· REMEMBER Your applications are reflective of you!
SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY TIPS
Write your essay.  A good essay contains the basic elements:

1. Introduction- Catch your readers’ attention. State your reason and purpose for writing and offer a preview of the next sections.

2. The Body of an Essay- Three to four paragraphs each, dealing with one topic. Each paragraph should include a topic sentence supporting the main idea of the essay. The following sentences contain main points about the topic. Other sentences support those main points with explanations. (who, what, where, when, how, etc.)

3. Conclusion – restate the purpose of the essay and key points. End with a statement that leaves an impression on the reader or makes them think.
The key to writing a strong essay is to be personal and specific. Include details about yourself so the reader can get to know who “you” are and what you stand for. Be truthful and honest. Scholarship Selection Committees have many essays to review.  Captivate them when it’s your turn. Here are tips that may help you begin:

· Compose your ideas - brainstorm to generate some good ideas and then create an outline to help you get going.  If you have specific questions or points to address, make sure they are expressed clearly.  Remember your reader needs to understand the essay as well.
· Be memorable - be personal and creative in your answers, but also true to yourself.
· Demonstrate - using example(s) to individualize your essay and diagram your point. This makes a stronger impression.
· Know your audience - personal essays are not “one size fits all”.  Write an essay that fits the requirements of the scholarship(s) for which you are applying. 
· Proofread – for spelling, grammar and content. Share your essay with a friend, parents or teachers. Another pair of eyes may catch errors you might miss! 
· Create the portrait of a scholarship recipient – create a portrait that will depict the person behind the grades, activities and awards.  Making a connection with a committee member by reading your essay elevates your application and makes it stand out.
· Neatness counts – weather you type directly into the space or cut and paste the essay into the application- be sure to check the “Print Preview”.   This provides an opportunity to see what the scholarship selection committee will be reviewing. The essay has to be 500 words or less to fit in the application space. 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD PROCESS
Each organization has a different process for reviewing applications. Ensuring your application is complete and comprehensive creates the best possible outcome for you. Keep in mind that committee members have many applications to review; you want your application to make the final cut. 

Scholarship Committees pay special attention to the following:

· Academics – It may be important to have a competitive GPA or/ and ACT score; however, consideration may be given to more challenging course loads in relation to the available courses.  Most review your current transcripts to identify the courses you have completed, the grades you obtained and where they are in relation to your goals.
· Leadership – If this is among the criteria for a scholarship, the selection committee may examine activities in this area and the range of leadership roles you have played.  Be sure to indicate organizational offices you have held in every organization when possible.

· Service – Community and volunteer service is a key component in many awards. Be sure Include contributions in your school, community or church.  Activities that go above and beyond the required service minimums are especially attractive.

· Creativity – Demonstrate your ability by informing the selection committee of special awards and accomplishments or activities not mentioned elsewhere on the application.  
· Special Circumstance – If you have overcome an obstacle to achieve your goals or are facing a special circumstance, consider including this information in your application. Informing the committee of what you achieved in spite of roadblocks you encountered.
IMPORTANT DATES:
September 28, 2009 from 6-8pm 

Newaygo County College Night Out!
Grant Fine Arts Center and High School 

(Look for this event next year!)
January 1, 2010



Scholarship Application opens at www.tfacf.org 
February 14, 2010 1-4pm


College Goal Sunday at NC RESA 







www.micollegegoal.org 

March 15, 2010



Scholarship Deadline

Questions?




Robert Jordan
Fremont Area Community Foundation

(231) 924-5350 or rjordan@tfacf.org
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